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varied ideals of national organisation and administration.
The success of Japan, as has already been pointed out, has
in great part been due to the fact that the " soul of the
people " acts unitedly for national purposes, and that, for the
attainment of these, all individual and sectional interests are
put aside. The difficulty of united action in India is
increased by the caste system, which divides the people into
sections. Under the feudal system in Japan four distinct
classes were recognised, namely, the samurai (fighting men),
the agriculturalists, the artisans, and the merchants ; but the
distinction between them was never so marked as in the
caste system of India, and under the conditions which now
exist it has almost disappeared, There are, of course, official
ranks and social grades as in other countries, but a man's
position in Japan now depends much more on himself than
on what his father was before him. The same tendency pre-
vails to a certain extent in India, but the barriers of caste
and custom will have to be broken down to a much greater
degree before there is a possibility of much personal or
national development. Like many other systems, the caste
system in India is a good idea carried to an extreme, and a
careful study of it would show some features which are not
unworthy of imitation. Some of the people of the West, who
regard it with amused wonder and supercilious criticism as
an absurd, unhealthy social phenomenon, should look at
some of their own social distinctions, which have many of the
bad features of the Indian caste system, and none of its
good ones. *

It must also be remembered that the political conditions
in Japan and India are very different The former is an
independent country, while the greater part of the latter is
directly under the dominion of the British Crown, and the
remainder under the suzerainty of that Crown. It is no
reply to say that the way to get rid of this distinction is to
do away with this dominion and suzerainty and allow the

1 Cf. "Caste in India" in Oman's Brahmans^ Theists, and Muslims of India,
chap. h.